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December 20, 2002

Ms. Dotty E. LeMieux
Attorney at Law

173 E. Biithedale - Suite 3
Mill Valley, California 84941

RE: Extension of Public Cormnment Period
Mitigated Negative Declaration .
Mt. Tamalpais Stale Park Coastal Trails Rehatilitation Frojsct

Dear Ms. LeMieux:

Thank you for advising California State Parks (Parks or Depastment) that you hava bean

ratainad by the Tamalpais Conservation Club (TCC) to review 21d comment on the Mt.

Tamalpais State Park Coastal Trails Rehabilitation Mitigated Negative Declaration

(MND). Per our telephone canversation of Thursday, Pecambar 19, 2002, and your

istter {datad December 18, 2002}, it is my understanding that you are requesting an

extensian of the 30-day public review and commaent period for thie document, basad on

the following assertions:

» Circulation of the environmental document indicated above was faully; a copy of the
document was not provided to TCC in a timely mannar.

« Public notice was inadequate and confusing; perception on the pan of TCC that the
actual clese of the public comment aeriod was January 1. 2008,

» Rocument was not provided to the Marin County Library for public review as
advarised.

Tha Department regrets any confusion or misunderstanding TCC has experienced
regarding the publication and public avaitability of this documeni. We understand ihat
the Clul holds strong fealings regarding the implementation of this project, as written,
and would, of course, want to review tha detaiis and environmantal implications,
Howaver, thara is nothing to indicate that public notice and availability of the MND for
this project was inadeguats or untimely. Additionally. extension of the public comment
pericd, and subsequent project approval and filing of the Natice of Determination, woilld
have the potential to jsopardize funding for the project. Therelore, as I_nnq;caied 1{:: you
on the telephone, wa will not be able o extend 1he pubic commant perod Jeyena the
original 30 days, which ends on December 24, 2002. All comments will nead ta bfa
postmarked. or faxed, on or befora that date, with proof of mailing oF delivery. Written
comments should be addressad or faxed to Ms. Patti Dy Mont. Environmantal
Coordinator, at the address or fax number indicated below. Emails or commeants Dy
tetepnone convarsalion of in persen will not be accepted.
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Ms. Patti Du Mont

Depantment of Parks and Recreation
‘Northam Service Center

One Capital Mali - Suite 500
Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX: (916} 445-9100

In accordance with Title 14, California Code of Reguiations (CCR); Chapter 3,
Guidslines for Implementation of the California Enviranmental Quality Act (CEQA) -
Article 13, Section 15203, the Department of Parks and Recreation. as Lead Agency,
observes a standard 30-day public review period for Negative Declarations as a matter
of policy ard procedure, beginning on the date the environmental decument is filad with
the Office of Planning and Research/State Clearinghouse (OPR/SCH), This time frame
is congistent with applicable siatutas, the State CEQA Guidelines, and the State
Clearinghouse review periods. Public noticing of the publc review period {i.e., Notice of
Availability) identifies time limits, deadlines for receipt of cormments, and location for
submitting written comments.

The Depariment finds nothing to support the contention that public notice and
availability of the MND far this project was inadaguate, untimely, or presented conflicting
or confusing information. As I'm sure you realize, CEQA only specifies the time frame
for the public review paried, not the amount of time each indiidual or agency must
actuaily have to review the document. The Deparimem makas every affort to advise
both public agancies and private individuals of the avaiiability of environmental
documents in a complste and timely manner. In this particular instance, the following
actions wers taken:

« The MND and Notice of Completion were tiled with OPR/SCH on November 25,
2002 {SCH#20021 12106}, in accordance with all GEQA requirements.  Sufficient
copies of the document ware provided for distribution to ‘nterasied Slate public
agencies. The natice of this filing was posted on the OPR CEQAnet webpage on or
about Novemper 26, 2002,

« The Notice of Availability (NOA), which spacified the deadline for public comments,
was sent to Mr. Michael J. Smith, Marin County Clark, an November 28, 2002, along
with a leftter raquesting that the NOA be posted for pualic notification, in accardance
with county reguirements. .

« Acopy of tha NCA, formatted for publicalion. was sept to the Marin Iindependent
Jouma!, with a requast for the NOA to run one fime in the Class_;flads, under Legal
Notices at the earliest possibie opportunity. The NOA was published on
Decambar 4, 2002. _ _

. Copies of both the MND and NOA for the Mt. Tamalpais project were sent to the
Marin County Library on November 25, 2002, requesting that tha information and
documant be made available for review by patrons of that liprary throughout the
public comment period. in addition, capies of the MND were also defivered to Marin
City Branch and Civic Center Branch of the Marin County Library. As thare is no




lsgai requirement for a library to display this information, thera is no way to
guarantee the documents sent to the libraries are actually made available.

« Copies of the MND are, and will continue 1o bs, available at the Caiifornia State
Parks Marin District Headquarters in Novato, DPR Northem Service Canter in
Sagramento. and Ml Tamalpais State Park Headquaners throughout the public
review pariod, Electronic copies of the document are available for the visually
impaired, on request.

« Copies of the MND were mailed to lacal agencies and those who had spacifically
raquested a copy of tha document on or before Novemnber 26, 2002. Cepies are
sent in response ta subsequent requests within ona working day of receipt.

» Notification of the availability of the MND was distributed on December 2, 2002, via
mass maiting 1o all interasted partias who attended ihe public mesting of November

4, 2002, or had sxpressed interest in the project, if addresses {postal or emall) were
proviged.

In addition to the actions taken with respect 1o standard procedures for document filing
and public notification, the following actions ware taken with regard to TCC intarests
and concems:

« Dave Boyd and Denaii Beard, Marin District DPA staff, met with mambers of TCC at
the project site on November 21, 2002, to discuss the planned praject. Lynn Axasirod
asked 10 be notified of the status of the environmental document and indicatod she
would pass the information on to other members, Later that afiernoon, per her
request, sha was advised that the MND would be filad within a wesik.

+ TCC was among those notitied of the avaijlability of the MND in the mass mailing of
Detember 2, 2002, .

» Dave Boyd and Denali Beard mat with TCC and Marin Conservation League on
December 5. 2002; attendees were advised of the availability of the MND at that
time. No requests for copies of the document were received.

» On December 8, 2002, Denali Beard spoks with Larry Minikes of TCG, at which time
she asked him if he would like a copy of the MND. A copy of the MND was mailed to
him that day.

« There is no record of any Istter or other document from Dave Boyd to TCC that
spacifias January 1, 2003 as tha and of the public review period for this MND. All
publi¢ natitication has consistently indicated that the public review and comment
period will end on December 24, 2002,

There is also referenca in your correspondence ragarding a single track frait policy on
Mt. Tamalpais. While there are many single track trails in Mt. Tgmal_pais State Park, ‘
there is no park policy requiring trails to be sing!a‘t'rack; p{ohlbi}lng change or expansion
of use for existing traits, as appropriata; or prohibiting designation of new or converted
access routes as multi-use trails,

i i i i #i t you wilf
Your interest and concems regarding this project are noted and it is hopad tha
be able to complete your review of the MND in the time allowed. Although it may nol be
possible to raspond fully to any comments received aftar the publfic review period
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deadline. as part of the final environmental dociment for this project, your response will
certainly be given full consideration. If you have additional suggestions or concerns
regarding the project objectives or implamentation, we will also be happy 1o consider
and discuss them as pan of the ongoing project development process. Please contact
Dave Boyd, Marin District DPR Associate Resource Ecologist, at (415) B93-1587,
extension 21, 1o arrange any future discussion.

Please contact me at (916) 445-8791 or by email at sraah@parks.ca.qov if you have
any turther guestions.

Sincerely,

SSIRI W 2>

Shaelyn Raab Strattan
Statewide Environmental Coordinator -

ce Patti Du Mant, Environmentat Coordinator o
DPR Norhern Service Center - Sacramento, California

Kenneth Leigh, District Stnerintendent
DPR Marin District

Dave Boyd, Assotiate Rasource Ecologist
DPA Marin District '

The Honorable Joe Nation
California State Assembly

Tamalpais Conservation Club
Mill Vallay, California




